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Dear Friends,  

There are already signs of autumn in the air, and thoughts turn to 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
there for weeks and even for those of us whose lives are not now 
shaped entirely by school terms, September still has a feel of 
ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΦ {ƻΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ΨǊŜŀŘΩ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
tell us of the approach of the new term and of the autumn, I 
reflect that churches (and Christians) are called to be signs 
themselves; signs that point people to Jesus Christ.  

{ƻ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ΨǊŜŀŘΩ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƻƻŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
and Chesterfield Road? From outside, what can they learn about 
who we are and what we believe? A little, maybe, but far more will 
be learnt from what happens inside. This is where many people do 
not come. So, sometimes, the church has to make more of an 
effort to be an obvious sign of the kingdom of God. It was a great 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ wŘΣ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ Underhill Baptist 
churches to be a more obvious sign as we took part in community 
events on the recreation ground in Stanhope Rd on a Saturday in 
August. In spite of torrential downpours, we were able to offer 
simple craft activities for children and a shelter from the rain 
under 2 gazebos. We had information about the churches and 
ǿƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƛƴŘƻƻǊǎ 
because of the weather, we had lots of conversations with those 
who braved the weather. On Sunday, the Open Air worship was 
organised and led by the 3 churches, again out on the Stanhope Rd 
recreation ground. Cream teas were enjoyed by about 70 people 
sitting out in the sunshine and then we sang and prayed and 
worshipped God. Surely, during both these events, the churches 
were a sign to the community that the church is alive and well and 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
church doors to the community around.  

I found it inspiring to be a part of both events, and it has convinced 
me that we must be confident in letting the communities around 
the churches know that we have good things to offer and good 
news to share. When we demonstrate clearly and consistently 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 
unhesitatingly point to Jesus Christ through what we do and in 
what we say, then we will draw people to faith and to our 
churches.  

At a recent meeting to plan ahead for Advent and Christmas there 
was a suggestion that we make a greater effort to show outside 
the church that we are getting ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus 
inside. Your ideas please!!  

Ψ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ! Ŏƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ŀ Ƙƛƭƭ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 
be hidden. No-one lights a lamp and puts in under a bowl; instead 
he puts it on the lampstand, where it gives light for the whole 
house. In the same way your light must shine before people, so 
that they will see the good things you do and praise your Father in 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦΩ               (Matthew 5:14-16)  
  

Greetings in Christ,  

Sue 

 



BB Summer Camp 
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΦ  {ƪŜƎƴŜǎǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ 
destination, is it? No, and yet that is where 47 members of 1st 
.ŀǊƴŜǘ .ƻȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ DƛǊƭǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǇŜƴǘ т ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
canvass and 7 packed days enjoying a diverse range of activities.  
This was the annual camp.  

I have done a few now.  Gill, my wife, has done more than me and 
has cooked single-handedly at most. This time she cooked 420 
rashers of bacon alone and at least 175 fried eggs and that was 
just part of breakfast. Alan King has done them all, probably well 
over 30 annual camps let alone everything else he has to manage.  

¸ƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴǳƳber of 
youngsters.  To our amazement and gratitude, everything went 
smoothly and without a shadow of doubt, this was the most 
pleasant and well behaved group I have ever had the pleasure to 
ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜŀǘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀǊǎ 
them all with the same brush.  hǳǊ ΨƪƛŘǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
should never lose sight of the fact that this is a Christian 
organisation.. Alan, Bil, Janet Edwards, Sue Stempson, Nicky 
Taylor, Rod Bentley, Charlotte Zdybil, Ian Rose, Gill and I formed 
the ŀŘǳƭǘ ΨƭŜŀŘŜǊΩŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ рт ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻƴ ŎŀƳǇ Ǉƭǳǎ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ 
and Sarah Lane for the first Saturday.  

It is hard graft; make no mistake about it but wholly rewarding 
particularly when the members express their thanks unprompted.  
The format for the youngsters is simple: get up at 8.00 and wash (if 
you choose to ς ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘύΤ Ŧǳƭƭ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǘ фΦлл 
followed by a short devotional led by Bil; in the minibuses (4 x 15 

seaters) by 10.30 and off to the first event of the day which could 
be ten pin bowling or go-karting or swimming or something else; 
back for a cold buffet lunch at 1; off in the minibuses for the 
ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΩǎ Ŧǳƴ όōŜŀŎƘ /rounders /boating) and back for 6 to sit 
down to a cooked meal and pudding. Out about 7.30 in the 
minibuses to the final activity (circus/amusement 
arcades/funfair/cinema) and back at 10 for a hot pre-bed drink.  
Lights out at 11.00 and no more noise. A full Bible Class followed 
by a quiz occupied Thursday evening.  
 
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ сΦол ŀƴŘ тΣ ǎƘƻwer, by 
which time 
the smell of 
the bacon 
and 
sausage on 
the grill is 
wafting 
invitingly 
through the 
air. The 
washing up 
is 
voluminous 
and needs to be done in stages, so we make an orderly start and 
keep pace with the courses as they are finished. The membŜǊǎΩ 
duty team is willing but only moderately helpful! We thank them 
ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛōǳǎ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ƎǳŀǊŘ ƻƴ 
the campsite. Gill does her shopping for the day. Lunch is about 
serving and washing up.  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛōǳs for the 
ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 



usually something that needs doing.  Water is a commodity that is 
ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ƛƴ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ Ǝŀƭƭƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƛƎƘǎ ŀ ǘƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ 
that the tap is a good 300 yards away. The evening meal has to be 
served and washed up before setting off again. The hot drink mugs 
are left overnight, to be washed in the morning. Get the kids in 
their tents.  Then the patrol begins to ensure the young people are 
safely tucked up and quiet ς which they were without any trouble.  

I have to 
applaud the 
ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎΩ 
behaviour and 
admire the 
very hard work 
that the staff 
put in. If we 
reflect too 
long on the 
responsibility, 
we might 
question 
whether or not a week off to help is time well spent.  Not a bit of 
it.  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŦǳƴΤ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ 
next year. Thank you Lord for all your gifts.  

Nigel Ward 

 

 

 

7th Barnet Guides, Brownies and Rainbows Descend on Chigwell 

Row to Celebrate 100 years of Girl Guiding!  

 

On the weekend 21st -23rd  May 2010 25 Guides, 29 Brownies and 6 
Rainbows supported by 12 leaders 6 parents and 3 guests (81 in 
total!) went on a weekend break to Chigwell Row campsite to 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ DƛǊƭ DǳƛŘƛƴƎΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

We arrived on Friday evening and immediately the Guides set to 
pitching and settling into their tents while the younger girls made 
themselves at home in Jubilee House and The Bungalow. We then 
went on a very long walk round the site to familiarise ourselves 
with the layout and the facilities. Soon it was time for hot drinks 
and bed-it was going to be a long weekend ahead! 

Saturday saw us doing a bit of serious work- the Guides worked on 
their Traditions of Guiding badge which involved orienteering, 
tracking, identifying the flags of the United Kingdom, knotting and 
learning about fire safety among other things. Many thanks to Mr 
Lane for teaching us!  

Meanwhile the Brownies worked on their Brownie Traditions 
badge which involved learning about when Brownies first started, 
what they were originally called (Rosebuds-would you believe?), 



learning how to tie a reef knot and being able to draw the Union 
Flag among many other things. 

Saturday evening was great fun! We split into 10 mixed age groups 
and all went off to find a quiet space in which to cook our own 
dinners on barbeques. We had sausages, burgers, kebabs and 
salad followed by ice cream. After dinner we sat around the 
campfire and had hot chocolate or strawberry milk and ate Smors 
(which are chocolate biscuit and toasted marshmallow 
sandwiches!!! YUM!).We sang campfire songs-some traditional, 
some fairly new, until it was time for the Brownies to go to bed. 
Then the Guides returned to camp with Penny to have a pre 
bedtime water fight while the drier leaders stayed with the 
campfire until it was safe...  

Sunday breakfast was bacon sandwiches and coco pops washed 
down with fruit juice and tea and then a short act of worship in the 
beautiful open air chapel during which Six Guides were enrolled 
and Rebecca (Swift) made her Young Leaders promise. Then it was 
on to the main activities of the day which included Archery, Turf 
Boarding, Grass Sledging, Go Karting, Trampolining, Climbing, 
Crate Stacking, Abseiling and many craft activities. 

!ƭƭ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōƛƎ άмллέ  shape 
under the climbing wall to have our official Centenary Photo taken 
and then strike camp, pack up and head home-tired, hot and not a 
little over excited! 

 

During this weekend there were 7 enrolments, 17 hours of 
adventurous activities, 60 badges earned, over 250 marshmallows 
toasted, 118 hot chocolates drunk, 100 years of Girl Guiding 
celebrated and a lot of fun had by all!!! 

We all felt very privileged to be a part of Girl Guiding during its 
Centenary year and this weekend will be our Mountain top 
moment and will certainly stay in our memories for years to come! 
As our Centenary gift to Chigwell Row campsite we donated a large 
climbing frame to be built outside Jubilee House for everyone to 
use- it was officially opened by Yvonne and Martin the site 
wardens. We all enjoyed playing on it!!!Thank you to all the 
leaders who gave up their time to take us and to all the parents 
who provided transport to and from Chigwell and also to the 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
next 100 years of Guiding at Seventh Barnet!!!!! 
                   Coralie Masters 


